
Looking Through the Eyes of Boys and Girls 
 By Daniel Hodgins, Author, Early Childhood Consultant, Former Child 

  

Saturday, June 1st, 2013 

Get ready to celebrate your Parent Volunteers, Teacher and Wonderful Preschool! 

Join over  Members, Families and Staff of Parent Participation Preschools in BC. 

Entertainment, Awards,  Incredible Raffle Baskets, Door Prizes! 

Location & Time: To Be Announced  

 

It would be so easy for me to say that I started to look at boys to 

help make the educational system more appropriate or to help 

parents recognize their boys as unique individuals or better yet 

to make the world a better place for men and women. The real-

ity is that I started to look at boys in a new way when they ar-

rived at my front door to date my daughter! I was shocked as I 

looked across the room and on the sofa was a “creature” that I 

didn’t recognize, full of characteristics that worried me as a fa-

ther. Could all boys be like this? I had been male for more than 

30 years and still wasn’t prepared for what I saw.  

 

Throughout the following year—also known as the year of what 

about those boys- I immersed myself in the observations of boys 

and their make-up. 

Why aren’t boys succeeding? 

Why are so many boys being retained? 

Why are so many boys in trouble? 

 

Parents, guardians, and teachers all over the world are asking 

these questions and more. It was during this time that I began to 

challenge what I had learned in my education courses, my prac-

tices as a teacher of young children, and my parenting ability. 

How could I have not known that boys are so different than 

girls? What started out as a way to rescue my daughter now is an 

intense drive to help parents and teachers understand that boys 

are different than girls and have different needs that must be supported. 

Boys in trouble 

Observations of children have always been a major part of what I 

did as a teacher in my early childhood experiences. The observations 

I made became the curriculum and environmental strategies that 

were implemented. The difference was my intense interest in the 

differences between boys and girls. In my own classroom and the 

classrooms I have visited throughout the country I observed some 

startling findings. 

 • Boys were expelled more frequently than girls from all the early     

childhood settings I visited 

• Boys were more likely to be diagnosed with a learning disability. 

• Boys were more likely to be on medication for ADHD 

• Boys were more likely to be sitting in “time out” 

 

Looking at the research reviews on boys it seems to conclude similar 

findings. That is “that boys are in trouble” and  need our support. 

Today, after looking at research reviews, years of observation, and 

“hands-on” experience as a teacher of young children, I believe that 

our practices need to reflect a new understanding of the differences 

between boys and girls. 

Daniel Hodgins is an exceptional, internationally renowned presenter and author 

of many articles on child development. He has authored a book titled Boys: Chang-

ing the Classroom, Not the Child by Wilderness Press. His new book titled, GET 

OVER IT, Relearning Guidance Practices was released in 2012. His work has been 

featured in national publications including, International Cooperative Nursery, 

and Early Childhood News.  For more information please visit his website at 

www.danielhodgins.com.  

20TH ANNUAL SPRING FLING PARTY AND AWARDS IS COMING!! 



Page 2  

Announcing a Special Parent Education Community Event! 
Co-Hosted by the Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC and Marlborough Elementary PAC 

Daniel J. Hodgins 

Early Childhood Consultant 

Supporting Children Who Take us to the End of our Rope 

What are the Causes for the increase in challenging behaviour ?  

And strategies to support the development of self-control  

 April 22nd at Marlborough Elementary School in Burnaby 

 Time: 5:00-9:00 pm 

There will be a break with refreshments available 

Looking Through the Eyes of Boys & Girls 

Looking at the differences between boys and girls—their learning styles,  

feelings and environmental needs  

April 23rd at Marlborough Elementary School in Burnaby 

 Time: 5:00-9:00 pm 

There will be a break with refreshments available 

Daniel J Hodgins is an exceptional, internationally renowned presenter and author of a  book titled, Boys:  Changing 
the Classroom, Not the Child.    His new book titled, GET OVER IT, Relearning guidance practices, will be out this 
fall.  Daniel has done keynotes, workshops and seminars in over 38 states. 
 
As a consultant, Daniel works with educators, parents and other professionals, helping them to understand research 
based theory and how to adapt curriculum and environments that support the continued development of children and 
families.  Daniel has a unique grasp of children and family issues learned from over 30 years of experience working as 
a teacher, director, educator and parent in both  the private and public sector.   Daniel's interactive style is both infor-
mative and entertaining.  Check out his website at www.danieljhodgins.com.   

Early Bird Ticket Special available until February 18th, 2013  

Single Tickets: $10 for 1 session or $20 for two 

ECE Educators: $25 for 1 session or $40 for two 

CPPPBC Block Tickets available for two sessions: $90 for preschools with < 30 families / $110 for preschools with > 30 families 

 Ticket Prices after February 18th, 2013  

Single Tickets: $15 for 1 session or $25 for two 

ECE Educators: $30 for 1 session or $50 for two 

This is a great opportunity for members of your preschool to get all their hours for Parent Education. Block tickets will also allow new 

families joining in the Fall to come and gain their Orientation hours. Please pass the word to friends and family. Daniel is an exceptional 

speaker and not to be missed. You will come away with many useful tools and information!  

ECE Certificate or Responsible Adult Status hours will be issued. 

We all want and desire our children to become confident, secure, feeling 

positive about themselves – their abilities, their personalities, their tem-

peraments, their interests.  

We want to them to feel convinced they can try new things and to be 

open to all that this world has to offer. 

 

How we help them to become confident is a delicate balance of letting 

them try and fail, encouraging their effort and rather than the end re-

sult, 

and teaching them strategies to move beyond any of their chal-

lenges.  Life long lessons we all are still learning. 

 

One sure thing we can do is teach by example.  One of the most power-

ful influences on children is our actions.  

We constantly model how to treat each other, how to speak to each 

other, how to get over challenges, 

how to foster relationships, and how to instil virtues of goodness, hon-

esty, integrity, truthfulness, … 

 

Confidence building begins with you and me, teacher and parents to-

gether. 

 

Here is a wonderful poem that gives us pause about our actions: 

 

WHEN YOU THOUGHT I WASN'T LOOKING,  Clarence Budinton 

Kelland 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you hang up my first painting 

on the refrigerator, and I wanted to paint another one 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you feed a stray cat, and I 

thought it was good to be kind to animals 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you make my favourite cake for 

me, and I knew that little things are special things. 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I heard you say a prayer, and I be-

lieved there is a God I could always talk to. 

The Confident Child  
 By Mary Stuart, E.C.E.D.H., RECE 

CONTINUED ON Page 3 



Working with young children is rewarding on many levels. Preschool-

ers are so honest – sometimes too much so. I suppose that tact is one 

of the socializing skills we try to instill at this time. But their guileless 

honesty reminds us adults of how far we may have strayed from our 

integrity or even our knowledge of what is or isn’t so in this complex 

world.  
 

Most children I meet, if their lives have been relatively free of trauma, 

are naturally happy and loving. I am often on the receiving end of 

delightful smiles and laughter and heartfelt hugs. Such precious bless-

ings, on occasion, have lifted my spirits when my mood has been 

melancholy or just plain old grumpy.  This is another reason I cher-

ish my time with children. 
 

In the preschool setting there is seldom a day goes by without some 

special little memory I can tuck away and bring back to mind when I 

need a little chuckle or a dash of inspiration. Some of them only I 

witness – tiny meaningful events. One day at the snack table I 

watched a four year old boy teach a three year old girl how to peel a 

mandarin orange. He showed her how he first pierced the end with 

his thumb nail before peeling the skin back. I was moved by how he 

slowly and patiently shared his knowledge with her. 
 

Another magic moment that I often recall involved a snake. It was 

actually more than a moment, almost a whole afternoon. On arrival 

at the school, a mom told me, with some obvious trepidation, that 

her son wanted to show off his snake. The way she assured me that 

the snake wasn’t real indicated her fear of these creatures. But while 

she was tentatively asking for permission, her son had already cap-

tured everyone’s attention with his serpentine treasure – a ceramic 

egg from which a small snake was hatching.  
 

As a piece of art, it was actually very beautiful. I marvelled at how 

gently and with such great reverence the children passed it around. 
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They questions began to come then. “Do snakes have eyes?” “How 

do they move?” “What do they eat?” “Where do they live?” Before 

long the bookshelf was cleared of all the books we had about 

snakes and other reptiles. The children pored over the pictures 

occasionally asking me or a duty parent to read the text. Then they 

began to make snakes from playdough, to draw snakes, to slither 

like snakes. We even made up a song about a snake. All this came 

from one little child’s ceramic snake - a beautiful example of emer-

gent curriculum. The next day, true to their ability to live in the 

moment, not one child gave a hoot about yesterday’s snake.  
 

We had a magic moment not long ago at our school. A heavy over-

night rainfall had left a gigantic puddle next to our sand pile. With 

incredible industry and cooperation, a group of three year olds and 

one duty mom spent nearly 45 minutes digging two parallel rivers 

or canals which eventually drained the puddle. They connected the 

waterways at the top end creating an island in the middle. They 

also built a series of dams along the rivers. In that short time, those 

children learned much about the science of water not to mention 

the incredible lessons in cooperation and hard work.  
 

I could fill the whole the whole newsletter with these heart-

warming vignettes – a little girl catching a bubble on her hand, a 

tiny boy pretending to pour tea while yakking away on the phone 

(imitating mom no doubt), a group of children chasing their shad-

ows across the playing field.  I keep these images in a special place 

in my memory bank to be retrieved often. 

 

Whether we are teachers or parents or both, we all witness magic 

moments. The secret is to recognize them when they are happen-

ing, to savour them, and to record them, not in a photo or video, 

but rather in our mind’s eye and our hearts.  

Care Deeply, Speak Kindly... Your Child Will Thank You! 

 

Mary 
Mary Stuart, E.C.E.D.H., RECE 
Director 
Childlife...Solutions 4Life with Kids! 
www.childlife.ca 
justask@childlife.ca  
905.420.0799 
...We make sense when kids don't 
 
Parent & Professional Training & Consultation 

Child behaviour and development is our Specialty! 

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I felt you kiss me goodnight, and I 

felt loved. 

Whey you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw that you cared, and I wanted 

to be everything I could be. 

When you thought I wasn’t’ looking, I LOOKED… and wanted to say 

thanks for all the things I saw when you thought I wasn’t looking. 

 

Be Their Positive Role Model 

Who we are and what we do shouts louder than anything we can 

say...and children absorb your message... 

 

If would like to learn more about how to deal with your unique child 

and situation, we offer Childlife Strategies that Work! Phone Ses-

sions!   

The first session is complimentary.  Find out if it makes sense for your 

family or school.  

For more information on child development, behaviour & parenting:  

justask@childlife.ca    We are here to help make sense when kids 

don’t! 

The Confident Child  
 By Mary Stuart, E.C.E.D.H., RECE 

Childlife eNews is written and produced by Mary Stuart, E.C.E.D.H. RECE. Re-

print permission granted in part or whole when the following credit appears in full: 

© Copyright 2012 by Mary Stuart, E.C.E.D.H., RECE Childlife…Solutions 4 Life 

with Kids! Reprinted with permission from the Childlife Newsletter. Visit 

www.childlife.ca  and facebook/Childlife.ca   

If you would like to learn more about our workshops, parent coaching, on-site 

teacher mentoring justask@childlife.ca 

CONTINUED from  Page 3 

Magic Moments  
 By Peggy Stortz, GBPPP Supervisor 
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For a Member Preschool near you please visit our website at www.cpppreschools.bc.ca 

Happy New YearHappy New YearHappy New YearHappy New Year    
From all of us at the Council for From all of us at the Council for From all of us at the Council for From all of us at the Council for 
Parent Participation Preschools Parent Participation Preschools Parent Participation Preschools Parent Participation Preschools 

in BCin BCin BCin BC    

WOULD YOU LIKE CPPPBC TO ATTEND YOUR 
GENERAL MEETING? 

Our Board Volunteers would love to come and greet your members 
and present an overview of our wonderful organization and PPP in 
BC. It’s a 15 minute presentation. Great for morale and connecting 
with our community at large. 

 Contact Roberta at cnclbc@telus.net or (604)435-4430. 

Advertise Your Next School Event here for free! (Member schools only) 
For more details please contact cppadmin@telus.net 

CPPPBC Office closed for Family Day,  

February. 11th, 2013.   

 Upcoming CPPPBC Board Meetings 

Monday, February 18th, 2013 

Monday, March11th, 2013  

CPPPBC Fall Membership Report  

Due January 31st , 2013 

Got Stuff You Don’t Want? 
As a fundraising initiative the Council will be col-

lecting for Big Brothers. Save all your used clothing, 

accessories and linens and drop them by the Coun-

cil office in a large garbage bag. Contact us for more 

information!  

cppadmin@telus.net or phone: 604-435-4430. 

Magic Fun Shows for Children’s Parties & Other Events! 

Lots of laughs and audience participation. Shows are adapted for 

children of all ages. For details please 

contact  

Peter Rooke at 604-984-6822 

Email: prooke@shaw.ca 

Or visit www.peterrookemagic.ca 

Tuesday Feb. 5th, 2013   

9:30am—12:00pm 

at the Cameron Recreation Com-

plex 

9523 Cameron Street, Burnaby 

Articles and correspondence for The PPP Partner is c2012 by The Council of Parent 

Participation Preschools in BC. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 

Council nor the editor. Six issues published per year, distribution 1500. 

 

BC Playthings offers a great selection of quality, wholesome toys. We are a 

resource for  parents and educators of many different philosophies of educa-

tion and child rearing.  Childhood is an adventure of exploration and well-

chosen playthings provides opportunities for discovery. Visit our Facebook 

page for current specials and promotions at www.facebook.com/bcplaythings  

Store Hours Mon-Sat  9am-6pm  

Sun/Holidays 10am-5pm 

3070 Edgemont Blvd North Vancouver, BC  

604-986-4111        www.bcplaythings.com  


