
Greetings! Welcome to a new preschool year. May the 

year ahead be filled with wonder and joy for your chil-

dren! Your preschool promotes a love of learning 

through a safe and nurturing environment. Learning-

through-play encourages and supports creative prob-

lem solving and is proven to prepare preschoolers for 

long term success. Well done for choosing a parent 

participation preschool for your family! 
 

I trust you had a summer full of adventures and, hope-

fully, some moments of calm and relaxation.  As al-

ways, you have a busy year ahead of you, but I hope 

you can spare the time to join us at some of our Coun-

A Parenting Education Evening Hosted by the Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC 

Thomas Hobson 

Thursday November 14th, 2013, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

Vancouver Location—Lord Tennyson Elementary 

1936 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver 

www.lordtennyson.ca 

I am a preschool teacher, writer, artist and the author of "A Parent's Guide To Seattle". For the past 11 years, 

I've been the only employee of the Woodland Park Cooperative preschools. The children come to me as 2-year-

olds in diapers and leave as "sophisticated" 5-year-olds ready for kindergarten. The cooperative preschool model 

allows me to work very closely with families in a true community setting. I intend to teach at Woodland Park 

for the rest of my life. I love the kids and I love the families. It's an incredibly rewarding job.  

$90.00 for PPP member schools with 30 members or fewer, $110.00 for more than 30 members.  

Single tickets available at door $10.00  -  Open to the Public.  Tell a friend, bring a Friend. 

 Contact Council for tickets: (604)435-4430 or cnclbc@telus.net  

Attendance at this event can count towards Parent Education requirement hours! 

NOTICE TO ALL PARENT PARTICIPATION PRESCHOOL VOLUNTEERS  

PPP FALL EXECUTIVE WORKSHOPS 

Location: Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC office 

#4 - 4340 CARSON STREET, BURNABY 

October 5th, 2013 9:30am —1:00pm 

Call for directions  or http://goo.gl/maps/vfNNe 

By email cnclbc@telus.net or phone (604) 435-4430.  Cost: $20 for up to 4 people per preschool 

These workshops are essential for School Executive Members and receive excellent reviews year after year! 

Hello & Welcome PPP Families 

 By Roberta Stuart, Executive Director, CPPPBC 

LEADERSHIP & 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

WORKSHOP 

TREASURER’S  

WORKSHOP 

cil sponsored events, such as, the October 5th Treasurer’s 

Workshop and the Leadership and Conflict Resolution 

Workshop.  Join us for this year’s fall Parent Education 

speaker on November 14th, we’ve booked Tom Hobson, 

aka ‘Teacher Tom. He is a Seattle based ECE Educator 

and an inspiration for all. Check out his website at 

http://teachertomsblog.blogspot.ca/  This PPP commu-

nity event is sure to be informative and not to be 

missed! Pre-registration with the office is required. 
 

We encourage all members, parents and teachers, to feel 

free to contact us here at the Council office anytime 

with your questions or concerns via email or telephone. 

Fall Executive Workshop’s 

Saturday, Oct. 5th 

9:30am -1:00pm 

Thanksgiving 

Monday, Oct. 14th 

Office closed 

CPPPBC Board Meeting’s 

Monday, Oct. 21st, Nov. 18th,  

at 7:00pm in the  

Council Office 

CPPPBC Parent Education  

Speaker Event 

Thursday, Nov. 14th 

7:00 –9:00pm 

Dates to Remember 
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Get in the Preschool Groove 
 By Hilary Feldman, CPPPBC Board Advisor, Parent Educator and Freelance writer 

Starting preschool is the beginning of a big adventure. From your 

3-year-old’s first day to your 4-year-old’s triumphant return, your 

family is embarking on an educational voyage of discovery.  Pre-

schoolers get the chance to make friends, bond with teachers, cre-

ate, play, explore their world, and learn. 
 

Plunging into this fun and stimulating environment is both excit-

ing and exhausting. Your son may be reluctant 

to leave the sand table. Your daughter may 

insist on one more circuit of the playground. 

But the telltale signs of tiredness and frustra-

tion often lurk on the horizon. 
 

Most teachers recommend that parents adopt a systematic ap-

proach from the outset. The first few months are the best time to 

establish a preschool routine. From getting dressed, fed, and organ-

ized to heading out the door, it helps when your child knows what 

to expect. Travelling to preschool, entering the classroom, and 

transitioning out again all require a calm and repetitive approach. 
 

Getting out of the House 

Whether you attend morning or afternoon class, your child needs 

to be dressed and fed before preschool. A surprising number of 

battles are fought over what to eat, what to wear, and what to 

bring. Keep in mind that these discussions are being held in many 

households, and there’s nothing wrong with wearing Spiderman 

pj’s or a princess dress to school. Be prepared for some paint, 

marker, glue, or dirt to come home on your child. As for meals, 

while preschool snack time will help prevent hunger pangs, a small 

preliminary breakfast (or lunch) will set things into motion success-

fully.  
 

Even the smaller details can hold you up at the threshold. Socks 

and shoes are challenging for many children, as are coats and 

snowsuits. Give yourself plenty of time if these are issues – 

it’s amazing how much worse that sock seam feels when 

you are running late. It’s better to arrive late than in tears. 
 

Preschool Drop-off 

Here comes the next hurdle. Some children balk at the 

door, especially before they have settled in comfortably with the 

teacher and other children. Try to be patient –remember how you 

feel before entering into the boss’ office for a chat. Make sure to 

talk things through so your child understands what will happen. 

“We’ll take off your coat and hang it in the cubby.” “You can join 

circle with your friends.” “I’ll be back after outside play time, and 

we’ll go home.” 

Just when everything is under control, you’ll have a “duty day” in 

the classroom. While this may be a breeze for some families, 

other parents discover that their child behaves uncharacteristi-

cally. Common manifestations include attention-seeking behav-

iour, clinginess, and whining, as well as bossiness with other chil-

dren. Keep your focus on being the teacher’s assistant, and let 

your teacher address any classroom behaviour. This allows the 

teacher to set up a positive relationship with each child. Before 

you know it, you’ll thrive in the classroom – and your special 

helper will glow with pride. 
 

After School 

While it’s appealing to stay after class – your child can play and 

you can chat – going home may be a better choice. After hours of 

preschool, returning to home base allows your child to relax into 

the routine, especially for preschool newbies. It also reinforces 

the idea that you will come back after school. The same message 

is not quite as powerful if you stay at the playground for an hour 

or head off to do errands afterwards. Often it’s parents who want 

to hang around and share experiences with one another, while 

young children may not be as capable of verbalizing (or even real-

izing) their preferences. 
 

Joan LeFebvre of the University of Wisconsin maintains that 

consistency is comforting – to both preschoolers and parents. 

Many teachers agree. PPP alumni parent Diantha Frankort took 

the advice to call it a day after class. “They just need to wind 

down in that comfortable safe place,” she says. “It gives them that 

grounded feeling.”All that socializing and sharing is emotionally 

tiring, and physical play can also contribute, especially for chil-

dren transitioning away from afternoon naps. As adults, we also 

know that feeling of relief after getting home from work – or 

even a party – when we’re just glad to relax and flop. 
 

After a few months, you should find preschool fitting 

comfortably into your day. The best routines make each 

day familiar and predictable, while offering some flexibil-

ity. You and your child will look forward to class and also 

appreciate sharing stories and experiences after each day. 

Each day finds your preschooler building confidence and inde-

pendence – and you’ll love their new mastery and anecdotes.  

 

Hilary Feldman is a freelance writer and mother of 2 PPP alumna. A past 

Council Board member, she is an advocate for parent participation and com-

munity-building 
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For many children, preschool is the first opportunity to interact 

with a group of their peers on a regular basis. It is the time 

when these children begin to form friendships that will last for 

the next several months or maybe for a lifetime. 

 

What is this mysterious concept we call friendship? Who do 

you consider your friends? What makes a friend different than 

an acquaintance? Where did you meet your friends? Is it easy 

for you to make friends? Perhaps by reflecting on these ques-

tions in relation to ourselves, we might better understand the 

nature of friendship in young children. 

 

One of the most telling experiences I had on the subject of pre-

schoolers and friendship happened a few years ago. A child 

joined the class partway through the year and was having diffi-

culty “settling in”. He was extremely frustrated and aggressive to 

the point that he was putting the other children in danger. One 

afternoon, after he had once again hurt another child, I asked 

him, “How do you think your friends feel when you 

do that?” He looked me right in the eye and said, 

“They’re not my friends.” I was floored. Of course 

they weren’t his friends. When I inquired who his 

friends were, he rattled of a few names of children in 

his neighbourhood. “Would you like the children 

here to be your friends too?” I asked. “Yes,” he re-

plied. Now we had something to build on. 

 

Children don’t always want to have someone for a friend but 

we adults feel compelled to thrust friendship upon them. For 

some, solitary, onlooker and parallel play are part of a process 

that precedes interacting with other children in a friendly way. 

Carolyn Sullivan, a consultant for North Shore Supported 

Child Development, suggests that the children who are most 

successful at joining in with others tend to use the following 

strategies. They stand back and observe first. Then they copy 

what the others are doing, joining in or playing alongside until 

they are included.  

In my work with young children, I have noticed that friendships 

often tend to be fleeting or on-and-off. That’s not to say that I 

have never seen children who bond when they first meet and 

maintain a deep friendship for many years. But more often than 

not there is a fickle nature to early childhood friendships. One 

day Kate and Monica are best friends and the next, one or both of 

them has a different best friend. Jack and Freddy might be playing 

cooperatively all morning but at some point want nothing to do 

with each other. To some degree, I attribute this to the way chil-

dren tend to be so “in the moment”. 

 

There’s no doubt that friendship can be a complex phenomenon. 

As we watch our children and students in their relationships we 

can help them in several ways. Providing them with safe environ-

ments, like a PPP, to interact with their peers is one important 

way. We can also encourage them to join in or not as they choose. 

Playing with an older child can provide examples of effective so-

cial skills while time spent with a younger child will give opportu-

nities to try out these new skills.  

 

 As difficult as it is at times, it is important to allow chil-

dren to manage the ins and outs of friendship: to negotiate 

conflict, express their needs, and work out satisfactory com-

promises. It seems easier to jump in and break up the fight. 

I’m guilty of this myself. But unless they are in danger of 

hurting each other or the argument has gone “on beyond zebra” 

as Dr. Seuss might say, stand back and be the unbiased observer. 

 

We’ve heard it a thousand times. Children learn by example. One 

of the best ways to help children make and keep friends is to do it 

ourselves. Demonstrate love and respect for family members and 

outside friends. Let our children witness healthy disagreements 

that resolve themselves in mutually satisfactory ways. Next time 

we are at the playground, instead of encouraging our child to 

make friends with the little boy in the sandbox or the little girl on 

the slide, perhaps we could make friends with that child’s parent 

or caregiver. 

Making New Friends—When you are Ready 
 By Peggy Stortz, Supervisor Grand Boulevard PPP 

Got Stuff You Don’t Want? 
As a fundraising initiative the Council will be collecting for 

Big Brothers. Save all your used clothing, accessories and 

linens and drop them by the Council office 

in a large garbage bag. Reduce, Reuse, Recy-

cle! 

Next Pick-up will be in Mid-December. 

Contact us for more information!  



THE 20TH ANNUAL SPRING FLING AWARDS NIGHT & BANQUET  

The annual Spring Fling is a chance to celebrate 

another year of parent participation preschool. 

In June, parents, teachers, and Board members 

came together to chat, laugh, sip, munch, and 

buy raffle tickets. The Delta Burnaby Hotel & Conference Centre-

was a lovely venue and the food was deli-

cious. We enjoyed some wonderful musical 

entertainment by Steve Rudy.  

 

The 2013 Goldie Maycock Award for an 

Outstanding Teacher went to Bev Majewski 

from Rutland PPP in Kelowna. Bev is known for her humour, 

warmth, and caring nature. One of Bev’s special touches is mak-

ing a home visit to each new student at the beginning of the year. 

She has created an inclusive classroom where children feel con-

nected and parents feel valued and invested. Congratulations Bev! 
 

The 2013 Outstanding Preschool Award was presented to Ginger-

bread House PPP in Richmond. Faced with huge chal-

lenges, this preschool community demonstrated incredi-

ble perseverance, mutual support, and 

commitment. Forced to leave their 

long-time location amid dwindling 

enrolment, a small group of parents 

and teachers worked together to make a new home for the pre-

school. Congratulations on creating a supportive team to promote 

parent participation. We can all help by recommending Ginger-

bread House to friends, family, and colleagues in 

Richmond! 

 

Additionally, the Council recognized Liz Reid from 

Little People PPP in Vancouver for her long com-

mitment to teaching in parent participation pre-

schools; we wish her all the best for a much-

deserved retirement. 

 

Thank you to all the preschools that donated raffle baskets. Once 

again, they were a huge success and one of the evening’s high-

lights. From chocolate to toy cars, every vice could be indulged – 

and attendees went home with treats galore. 

 

We’re already looking ahead to 2014 and a new 

format for the Spring Fling. Stay tuned for 

more information – we’ll be celebrating 

PPP parents and teachers in May. 

ANNOUNCING THE  

 WIN/WIN/WIN RAFFLE! 
Join us for this popular and easy fundraiser. Last year our member preschools raised thousands of dollars to support their 

Preschools, and helped raise funds to support CPPPBC programs! 
 

 Each year many PPP preschools take part in this very special fundraiser. Your preschool receives 40% cash back on all the tickets that you sell 
and  CPPPBC pays for all the prizes, license and printing costs. The draw date is January 20th, 2014 

Grand Prize -“Travel Anywhere” Dream Trip, worth $2,000.00  

2nd Prize      – 2 night vacation package, worth $600.00   

3rd Prize      – Indigo Books and The Bay Gift Certificates,  combined worth $350.00 

4th Prize      – Woman’s Pearl Necklace worth $250.00 

5th Prize      – Man’s Watch worth $250.00  

6th Prize      – Entertainment Package worth  over $200. 00      

 Total prize value over $3450.00 

Help us reach our fundraising goal of selling two raffle books per preschool family. For example, selling just 50 books of tickets will net your 
preschool $ 400.00! Prizes can be won from anywhere in the province. TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!  

Contact the CPPPBC office cnclbc@telus.net or  604-435-4430.  

Wishing you a peaceful & harmonious time of giving and sharing thanks 

with your loved ones! Happy Thanksgiving 

From the CPPPBC Board & Staff  



Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC 

2013 RECOGNITION AWARDS 

 

Outstanding Preschool Award 

Gingerbread House 

 

Goldie Maycock Award 

Bev Majewski, Rutland PPP, Kelowna 

 

Miaka Nufer 

Rebecca Pitfield 

Natasha Stausgaard 

Teresa Sutter 

Henry Verschoof 

Teacher Certificate of Appreciation 

Alexandra Bagnall 

Elizabeth Reid 

Alexandra Bagnall 
 

Tom Thumb 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Angela Brooks 

Krista DeGroot 

Sarah Finlayson 

Jenny McDonald 

Mark Neill 

Andrea Tucakov 

Jennifer Wood 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Ann Madden 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 

Stephanie Hart 

Patricia Sauer 

Joan Schumann 

April Symons 
 

WEST FRASER BRANCH 
 

Sunshine Hills 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Melissa Guesnelle 

Sheri Piccione 

VANCOUVER BRANCH 

Crown 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Jane Caddick 

Suzette Curtain 

Angelica Farris 

Marshal Farris 

Erin Heney 

Beth Rennie 

Kim Tuttle 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Kirsten Alagheband 

Lesly Jackson 

PaulinLysaght 

Jeanette Murphy 

Margaret O’Riley 

Shelley Steer 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 

Caroline Crowe 

Megan Thomas 
 

Gingerbread House 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Angela Laing 

Tara Laing 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 

Lisa Anderson 

Deep Chahal 

Margaret Jokanovich 
 

Little People’s 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Jan Dyson 

Jill Karlen 

BURNABY BRANCH 

Hillview 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Susete Atoui 

Teacher Certificate of Appretiation 

Lynda Malins 

Michelle Smith 
 

NORTH SHORE BRANCH 

Lynn Valley  

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Tanya Bullock 

Nancy Young 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 

Ronda Café 

Nicola VanHeyst 
 

Seymour Heights 

Parent Certificate of Appreciation 

Biserka Avdagic 

Emina Dervisevic 

Morgan McRae 

Francin Rattray 

Julia Simpson 

Sam Voth 

Parent Certificate of Commendation 

Natalya Crump 

Isabel McCusker 

Jenny Taylor 

Karina Wood 

Teacher Certificate of Commendation 

Sonia Ross 

Alyson Quan 

Jenn Savady 

Gordon Sitter 

Teacher Certificate of Appreciation 

Lori Hodder 

Cathy Morisset 

 

CPPPBC BOARD MEMBERS & 
ASSOCIATES 

Certificate of Appreciation 

Susete Atoui 

Kyle Beauliv 

Monica Chow 

Sarah Fandrich 

Dan Fawcett 

Hilary Feldman 

Mehrnaz Izadnegahdar 

Vanessa Newman 

Thanks to Our Many Sponsors 

Thank-you to all the following businesses and individuals who supported our Annual Awards Event with their Generous Contributions 

Access natural Healing 

4Cats Art Studios 

BC Playthings 

Bobolo Productions Inc. 

Bopomo Pictures 

Burnaby Park’s & Rec 

Burnaby Village Museum 

Carolyn Hart 

Capilano Suspension Bridge 

Castle Fun Park 

Eclipse Photography 

Delta Burnaby Hotel & Conference 

Centre 

Delta Grand Okanagan Resort 

Dr. Gordon Neufeld Institute 

 Harbour Cruises & Events  

Hell’s Gate Airtram 

HR MacMillan Space Centre 

Just Imagine...Fun Clothing Inc. 

Keg Restaurants Ltd. 

Lynne Cox, Parent Educator 

Music with Marnie 

City of Richmond Aquatic Services 

PaddleWheeler Riverboat Tours 

Peekaboo Beans 

Purdy’s Chocolates 

Semperviva Yoga 

The Zone Bowling Centre 

Vancouver Art Gallery 

Vancouver Canadians Professional 

Baseball Club 

Vancouver Chamber Choir 

Vancouver Kidsbooks 

Vancouver Maritime Museum 

Vandusen Botanical Garden 

CPPPBC Board Members 

Bayview 

Crown 

Dunbar Memorial 

 Gingerbread House 

Hillview 

Inglewood 

Jack & Jill 

Little People’s 

Parent Participation Preschools  

& PPPTA 

Pied Piper 

Queen’s Park 

Seymour Heights 

St. Giles 

Tom Thumb 
 

West Fraser PPPTA 
Branch 



Articles and correspondence for The PPP Partner is c2013 by 
The Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Council nor the  

editor. Six issues published per year. Distribution: 1500 

Advertise Your Next School Event here for free! (Member 
schools only) For more details please contact cppadmin@telus.net 

Magic Fun Shows for Children’s Parties & Other Events! 

Lots of laughs and audience participation. Shows are adapted for 
children of all ages. For details please contact  

Peter Rooke at 604-984-6822 

Email: prooke@shaw.ca 

Or visit www.peterrookemagic.ca 

The PPP Partner Newsletter of The Council of Parent Participation Preschools in BC 

#4-4340 Carson Street Burnaby, BC V5J 2X9 Phone: 604 435 4430 Fax: 604 434 0443 E-Mail: cppadmin@telus.net 

Council Office: Monday to Thursday  9:30 am – 2:30 pm 

For a Member Preschool near you please visit our website at www.cpppreschools.bc.ca 

   Do you have a Will?  

A Will can protect you and your 

family, save taxes and empower 

you to look after your affairs. See 

why many Canadians choose Le-

galShield for Wills and affordable 

legal protection starting at $26.00 

per month.  Legal protection is 

provided by one of the top law 

firms in Vancouver  

For more information visit-

www.susanjackes.com 

Susan Jackes, Associate 

604.219.7084 

PPP parent for 4 years 

      CPPP Past Board Member 

 


